Urban Studies/History 608
PROSEMINAR IN URBAN STUDIES
Fall and Spring Semesters 2006-2007
Tueday, 6-9 p.m.

Indructor: Michael Katz
Office: CollegeHall 215A
8983183
mkatz@sas.upenn.edu
Office hours: Mondy 3-5

This seminar may betaken in three ways. Students mug declare their option at the start
of the semester. Some assignments will depend onwhich optionis chosen.

--Students who wish to use the seminar as credit for the graduéde certificate in urban
studies, other than first year history graduae students, mug take both semesters.

-- Students may take thefirst semester only as a stand-alonecourse. Enrollment for just
the second semester is not permitted.

-- First year history graduae students taking History 700who want credit for the graduae
certificate may enroll formally in the course for only thefall semester and may use thar
History 700 pgper, if appropriate, to fulfill theresearch requirement of theseminar.
However, they mug attend all sessonsduring the second semester as auditors and
present ther pgoersto theseminar.

Thesemina has a number of purposs.

-- to engage students in an interdisciplinary convasation aboutboth maor urban
issues and approaches to cities followed in different disciplines and professions

-- to introduce students to some of the mgjor literature in urban studies

-- to expand studentsCknowledge of the sources available for urban research

-- to introduce students to some of the Penn faculty who dedl with urban-related
guestionsand to some of the Philadd phia-area professionds concerned with urban-
related issues

-- to guide students in the preparation of amajor research pagper

Plan of seminar: thefirst semester will be devoted to systematic reading, thediscussion
of disciplinary approaches, the exploration of sources, and the preparation and
presentation of aresearch proposl. There may besome visitors. Thetheme will bethe
structural trangormation of American citiesin theyears after World War 11. The second
semester will culminae in theoral and written presentation of a major research paper.
Alongtheway, we will meet Penn faculty and Philaddphia-area professionds and read
some literature relevant to thar visits.

Thesemina will have a Blackboad site. Students are encouraged to pos questions
comments, and reactions Anyoneunfamiliar with Blackboad should learn to use it right
away. All course informationwill be communicated throughthe site.



All written work submitted for the course should be sent to theingrudor via the digital
dropbox onthe Blackboad site. Paper copies will not be accepted unless requested. If
you have doubs abouthowto podg to thedigital dropbox,experiment early, before a
pape isdue

Assignments. (each of these assgnments will be explained in deail)
-- Reading (in thefall semester, approximately onebook per week)
-- Six short (2-3 pp.) ungraded commentary pgoers on thereadings
-- A QlisciplinaryOpresentation
-- A Qesearch sourceOpresentation
-- Service as arappateur of oneor more seminars
-- For students taking the course for credit for the Graduae Certificate Program:
Preparation and presentation of aresearch proposl and of a mgjor research pgper
--For students taking the course for only onesemester: either aliterature review or
research pape

Note: by the sixth week of the seminar, all studentstaking the course for Graduae
Certificate Program credit should podg to thedigita dropboxaonepage statement of the
proposd topic of ther research pgper. This statement should indudethe mgjor question
or questionsthe pape will answer and a preliminary identification of major sources and
methods Also, students should schedule an appointment with me to discuss the
statement. All studentsin fieldswhere | am nota specialist should identify a second
faculty member as an advisor onthe pgper. Theadvisor should agree to read both the
proposl and find pgoe and to discuss the grades with me. The name of the advisor
should accompany the proposd topic.

Grades will becomputed asfollows: find pgpe - 50%; proposl - 25%; semina
participaion and assignments - 25%. For thefirst semester, students who complete the
assigned work satisfactorily will receive atemporary grade of (5.0OThiswill bechanged
to aletter grade at the end of the second semester when all the seminar work is complete.

Note tha the proposl and paper grades will indude the oral presentations Throughout
your careers al of youwill berequired to make oral presentations either as teachers or
professionds. It isimportant tha you work on developing your skillsin this area

Students taking the course for thefirst semester only should submit a statement of ther
pape topic by theend of thesixth week. Thar grades will be computed with 50%for
paticipation and assignments and 50%for thefind paper.

Booksare onreservein Van Pelt Library and at the Penn Book Center.

Notes on assignments:

(1) Commentary papers: these pgoers should be 2-3 pagesin length, no more. They

should not summarize thereading. | assume you all can do tha. Rather, they should
comment on some aspect of thereading tha strikes you as particularly interesting,



outrageous or thoughtprovoking. Think aboutwhat you would like to discuss with your
colleagues conaerning thereading. Althoughl will not give letter gradesto these pgpers,
they are very important. They force you to think aboutthe reading before you come to the
seminar, and they give me avery goodidea of howyou are reading the material and how
you write. You should turn in onepape every othe week. They are dueat theend of the
session during which thereadingis discussed. They are notacceptable late.

(2) Reading and discussion format. Obvioudy, it is crudal that you dothereading and
come to the seminar prepared to discuss it. Sessionswill begin with each student givinga
brief reactionto thereading and suggesting two or three questionsthat she or hewould
like to discuss.

(3) Rappotteur: Each session should have arappotteur - someonewho pods a summary
of thediscussion on the Blackboad site. Rapporteurs should pod their summaries before
the start of the next session.

(4) isciplinaryOpresentation. Starting on Oct. 3, al the studentsin the seminar from
thesame Ph.D. program or research tradition will prepare a 15-20 minute presentation on
a set of perspectives taken by ther discipline onthe study of thecity. Presentations
should indudeabrief summary of themajor theoretical and methodobgical aspects of
the perspectives, some example of howthey have been applied, and criticism of them
within thefield. Students should prepare a bibliography for distribution to theseminar via
the Blackboad site.

(4) QResearch sourceOpresentation. Students will be divided into groupseach of which
will report on onetype of data useful for urban research. Thereports should describethe
data, illudrate its ussfulness, assessits limits, and tell how to accessit. Thereports
should indudeavisud component and, where appropriate, indudesources on the web.
They types of daa are: legd, censusdaa, mapping resources, archival daa, crime daa,
health data, government doauments, sources on thebuilt environment. Dates for the
presentation will be decided when the number of seminar participantsis known.

(5) Proposl presentation: thisis bath an oral and written assgnment. Each student will
present asummary of her or hisintended research project: the question to be addressed,
the mgjor sources and methods and thesignificance. Theamourt of time for the oral
presentationsand subsequent discussion will depend onthesize of theclass. Thewritten
proposl isdue- andthisisafirm deadline- on December 12 at thelatest. It should be
about2,000-2,500wordsand, in addition to thecomponents listed above it should
indudea preliminary annotated bibliography.

(6) Research paper. Wewill discuss thisin more detail as theyear progresses. But you
should beaiming at a pgoer of about8,000-10,000wordsthoroughly doaumented and
based on primary sources. Students taking the course for onesemester should write a
pape of about5,000-6,000words



Schedule:

(Note: there may be some changes in this schedule depending on the availability of
visitors and the size of theseminar.)

September 12. Introdudion

Urban Inequality

September 19. Inequdity and Place. Reading: Dreier, et a; Frug selection

September 26. Class and Urban Inequdity. Reading: Katznelson; DeSouza Briggs
OW@onnor, and Farley selections

Octobe 3. Segregaion and Poverty. Reading: Massey and Denton. Familiarize
yourselves with webdgtes from Bruton Center and Mumford Center and read related
reports onthesites. Discipline discussion 1

Economic and Demographic Transformation

Octobe 10. Deindudrialization. Reading: Sugrue article by Katz et al; selection from
Cowie and Heathoott Discipline discussion 2

Octobe 17. Globdization: Reading: Davis (Planet) and selectionsfrom Sassen and
Castells Discipline discussion 3

Octobea 24.Fall break. No class

Octobe 31. New immigrants. Reading: Waldinge selections selectionsby Berube Frey,
Suro and Singe, Singe Source discussion 1

Suburbs and Exurbs

Novembe 7. Sububsand Boonmburbs Reading: Hayden; selection by Lang and
SimmonsSource discussion 2

November 14. Political Econony of Sububanization. Reading: Self Source discussion 2
November 21. Subutbanization of Science. Reading: OMara Source discussion 3
Institutions and the Reconfiguration of urban Space

November 28. Religion. Reading: Gamm Proposal presentations 1

Decembe 5. Retailing. Reading: Isenbag. Proposal presentations 2
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