
Urban Studies/History 608 
PROSEMINAR IN URBAN STUDIES 
Fall and Spring Semesters 2006-2007 

Tuesday, 6-9 p.m. 
Instructor: Michael Katz 

Office: College Hall 215A 
898-3183 

mkatz@sas.upenn.edu 
Office hours: Monday 3-5 

 
 
This seminar may be taken in three ways. Students must declare their option at the start 
of the semester. Some assignments will depend on which option is chosen. 
 
--Students who wish to use the seminar as credit for the graduate certificate in urban 
studies, other than first year history graduate students, must take both semesters. 
-- Students may take the first semester only as a stand-alone course. Enrollment for just 
the second semester is not permitted. 
-- First year history graduate students taking History 700 who want credit for the graduate 
certificate may enroll formally in the course for only the fall semester and may use their 
History 700 paper, if appropriate, to fulfill the research requirement of the seminar. 
However, they must attend all sessions during the second semester as auditors and 
present their papers to the seminar. 
 
The seminar has a number of purposes: 
 -- to engage students in an interdisciplinary conversation about both major urban 
issues and approaches to cities followed in different disciplines and professions 
 -- to introduce students to some of the major literature in urban studies 
 -- to expand studentsÕ knowledge of the sources available for urban research 
 -- to introduce students to some of the Penn faculty who deal with urban-related 
questions and to some of the Philadelphia-area professionals concerned with urban-
related issues 
 -- to guide students in the preparation of a major research paper 
 
Plan of seminar: the first semester will be devoted to systematic reading, the discussion 
of disciplinary approaches, the exploration of sources, and the preparation and 
presentation of a research proposal. There may be some visitors.  The theme will be the 
structural transformation of American cities in the years after World War II. The second 
semester will culminate in the oral and written presentation of a major research paper. 
Along the way, we will meet Penn faculty and Philadelphia-area professionals and read 
some literature relevant to their visits.  
 
The seminar will have a Blackboard site. Students are encouraged to post questions, 
comments, and reactions. Anyone unfamiliar with Blackboard should learn to use it right 
away. All course information will be communicated through the site. 
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All written work submitted for the course should be sent to the instructor via the digital 
dropbox on the Blackboard site. Paper copies will not be accepted unless requested. If 
you have doubts about how to post to the digital dropbox, experiment early, before a 
paper is due.  
 
Assignments: (each of these assignments will be explained in detail) 
 -- Reading (in the fall semester, approximately one book per week) 
 -- Six short (2-3 pp.) ungraded commentary papers on the readings 
 -- A ÒdisciplinaryÓ presentation 
 -- A Òresearch sourceÓ presentation 
 -- Service as a rapporteur of one or more seminars 

-- For students taking the course for credit for the Graduate Certificate Program: 
Preparation and presentation of a research proposal and of a major research paper  
--For students taking the course for only one semester: either a literature review or 
research paper 

 
Note: by the sixth week of the seminar, all students taking the course for Graduate 
Certificate Program credit should post to the digital dropbox a one page statement of the 
proposed topic of their research paper. This statement should include the major question 
or questions the paper will answer and a preliminary identification of major sources and 
methods. Also, students should schedule an appointment with me to discuss the 
statement. All students in fields where I am not a specialist should identify a second 
faculty member as an advisor on the paper. The advisor should agree to read both the 
proposal and final paper and to discuss the grades with me. The name of the advisor 
should accompany the proposed topic. 
 
Grades will be computed as follows: final paper - 50%; proposal - 25%; seminar 
participation and assignments - 25%. For the first semester, students who complete the 
assigned work satisfactorily will receive a temporary grade of ÒS.Ó This will be changed 
to a letter grade at the end of the second semester when all the seminar work is complete. 
 
Note that the proposal and paper grades will include the oral presentations. Throughout 
your careers all of you will be required to make oral presentations, either as teachers or 
professionals. It is important that you work on developing your skills in this area. 
 
Students taking the course for the first semester only should submit a statement of their 
paper topic by the end of the sixth week. Their grades will be computed with 50% for 
participation and assignments and 50% for the final paper. 
 
Books are on reserve in Van Pelt Library and at the Penn Book Center. 
 
Notes on assignments: 
 
(1) Commentary papers: these papers should be 2-3 pages in length, no more. They 
should not summarize the reading. I assume you all can do that. Rather, they should 
comment on some aspect of the reading that strikes you as particularly interesting, 
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outrageous, or thought-provoking. Think about what you would like to discuss with your 
colleagues concerning the reading. Although I will not give letter grades to these papers, 
they are very important. They force you to think about the reading before you come to the 
seminar, and they give me a very good idea of how you are reading the material and how 
you write. You should turn in one paper every other week. They are due at the end of the 
session during which the reading is discussed. They are not acceptable late. 
 
(2) Reading and discussion format. Obviously, it is crucial that you do the reading and 
come to the seminar prepared to discuss it. Sessions will begin with each student giving a 
brief reaction to the reading and suggesting two or three questions that she or he would 
like to discuss. 
 
(3)  Rapporteur: Each session should have a rapporteur - someone who posts a summary 
of the discussion on the Blackboard site. Rapporteurs should post their summaries before 
the start of the next session. 
 
(4) ÒDisciplinaryÓ presentation. Starting on Oct. 3, all the students in the seminar from 
the same Ph.D. program or research tradition will prepare a 15-20 minute presentation on 
a set of perspectives taken by their discipline on the study of the city.  Presentations 
should include a brief summary of the major theoretical and methodological aspects of 
the perspectives, some example of how they have been applied, and criticism of them 
within the field. Students should prepare a bibliography for distribution to the seminar via 
the Blackboard site. 
 
(4) ÒResearch sourceÓ presentation. Students will be divided into groups each of which 
will report on one type of data useful for urban research. The reports should describe the 
data, illustrate its usefulness, assess its limits, and tell how to access it. The reports 
should include a visual component and, where appropriate, include sources on the web. 
They types of data are: legal, census data, mapping resources, archival data, crime data, 
health data, government documents, sources on the built environment. Dates for the 
presentation will be decided when the number of seminar participants is known. 
 
(5) Proposal presentation: this is both an oral and written assignment. Each student will 
present a summary of her or his intended research project: the question to be addressed, 
the major sources and methods, and the significance. The amount of time for the oral 
presentations and subsequent discussion will depend on the size of the class.  The written 
proposal is due - and this is a firm deadline - on December 12 at the latest. It should be 
about 2,000-2,500 words and, in addition to the components listed above, it should 
include a preliminary annotated bibliography. 
 
(6) Research paper. We will discuss this in more detail as the year progresses. But you 
should be aiming at a paper of about 8,000-10,000 words thoroughly documented and 
based on primary sources. Students taking the course for one semester should write a 
paper of about 5,000-6,000 words. 
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Schedule: 
(Note: there may be some changes in this schedule depending on the availability of 
visitors and the size of the seminar.) 
 
September 12.  Introduction 
 
Urban Inequality 
 
September 19. Inequality and Place. Reading: Dreier, et al; Frug selection  
 
September 26. Class and Urban Inequality. Reading: Katznelson; DeSouza Briggs, 
OÕConnor, and Farley selections 
 
October 3. Segregation and Poverty. Reading: Massey and Denton. Familiarize 
yourselves with websites from Bruton Center and Mumford Center and read related 
reports on the sites. Discipline discussion 1 
 
Economic and Demographic Transformation 
 
October 10. Deindustrialization. Reading: Sugrue; article by Katz et al; selection from 
Cowie and Heathcott  Discipline discussion 2 
 
October 17. Globalization: Reading: Davis (Planet) and selections from Sassen and 
Castells Discipline discussion 3 
 
October 24. Fall break. No class 
 
October 31. New immigrants. Reading: Waldinger selections; selections by Berube, Frey, 
Suro and Singer, Singer Source discussion 1 
 
Suburbs and Exurbs 
 
November 7. Suburbs and Boomburbs. Reading: Hayden; selection by Lang and 
Simmons Source discussion 2 
 
November 14. Political Economy of Suburbanization. Reading: Self  Source discussion 2 
 
November 21. Suburbanization of Science. Reading: OÕMara Source discussion 3 
 
Institutions and the Reconfiguration of urban Space 
 
November 28. Religion. Reading: Gamm Proposal presentations 1 
 
December 5. Retailing. Reading: Isenberg. Proposal presentations 2 

Assigned readings 
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Berube, Alan. "Racial and Ethnic Change in the Nation's Largest Cities." Redefining Urban and Suburban 

America: Evidence from Census 2000. Ed. Bruce Katz and Robert E. Lang. Washington, D.C.: 

Brookings, 2003. 137-153.  

Bruton Center University of Texas at Dallas (Paul Jargowsky). "Urban Poverty." . 

<http://www.urbanpoverty.net/>.  

Castells, Manuel. The Rise of the Network Society. second ed. Oxford and Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2000. 1-

27, 407-459 

Cowie, Jefferson, and Joseph Heathcott. "Introduction." Beyond the Ruins: The Meanings of 

Deindustrialization. Ed. Jefferson Cowie and Joseph Heathcott. Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 

2003. 1-15.  

Davis, Mike. Planet of Slums. New York and London: Verso, 2006.  

de Souza Briggs, Xavier. "Introduction." The Geography of Opportunity: Race and Housing Choice in 

Metropolitan America. Ed. de Souza Briggs, Xavier. Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 2005. 1-16.  

Dreir, Peter, John Mollenkopf, and Todd Swanstrom. Place Matters: Metropolitics for the Twenty-First 

Century. Second ed. Lawrence, Kansas: University of Kansas Press, 2004.  

Farley, Reynolds. "Metropolises of the Multi-City Study of Urban Inequality: Social, Economic, 

Demographic, and Racial Issues in Atlanta, Boston, Detroit, and Los Angeles." Urban Inequality: 

Evidence from Four Cities. Ed. Alice O'Connor, Chris Tilly, and Lawrence D. Bobo. New York: Russell 

Sage Foundation, 2001. 34-88.  

Frey, William. "Metropolitan Magnets for International and Domestic Migrants." Redefining Urban and 

Suburban America: Evidence from Census 2000. Ed. Alan Berube, Bruce Katz, and Robert E. Lang. 

Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 2005. 13-40.  

Frug, Gerald E. City Making: Building Communities without Building Walls. Princeton: Princeton University 

Press, 1999. 17-53 

Gamm, Gerald. Urban Exodus: Why the Jews Left Boston and the Catholics Stayed. Cambridge and 

London: Harvard University Press, 1999.  
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Hayden, Dolores. Building Suburbia: Green Fields and Urban Growth, 1820-2000. New York: Pantheon, 

2003.  

Isenberg, Alison. Downtown America: A History of the Place and the People Who made it. Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 2004.  

Katz, Michael B., Mark J. Stern, and Jamie J. Fader. "The New African American Inequality." Journal of 

American History 92.1 (2005): 75-108.  

Katznelson, Ira. City Trenches: Urban Politics and the Patterning of Class in the United States. New York: 

Pantheon, 1981.  

Lang, Robert E., and Patrick A. Simmons. ""Boomburbs": The Emergence of Large, Fast-Growing 

Suburban Cities." Redefining Urban and Suburban America: Evidence from Census 2000. Ed. Bruce 

Katz and Robert E. Lang. Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 2003. 101-115.  

Lang, Robert E. "Are the Boomburbs Still Booming?" Redefining Urban and Suburban America: Evidence 

from Census 2000. Ed. Alan Berube, Bruce Katz, and Robert E. Lang. Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 

2006. 83-92.  

Lewis Mumford Center SUNY Albany. "Mumford Center." . <http://www.albany.edu/mumford/>.  

Massey, Douglas A., and Nancy A. Denton. American Apartheid: Segregation and the Making of the 

Underclass. Cambridge and London: Harvard University Press, 1993.  

O'Connor, Alice. "Understanding Inequality in the Late Twentieth-Century Metropolis: New Perspectives on 

the Enduring Racial Divide." Urban Inequality: Evidence from Four Cities. Ed. Alice O'Connor, Chris 

Tilly, and Lawrence D. Bobo. New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2001. 1-33.  

O'Mara, Margaret Pugh. Cities of Knowledge: Cold War Science and the Search for the Next Silicon Valley. 

Princeton University Press: Princeton, 2005.  

Sassen, Saskia. Globalization and its Discontents. New York: New Press, 1998. 55-76, 137-172, 177-194 

Self, Robert O. American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 2003.  
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Singer, Audrey. "The Rise of New Immigrant Gateways: Historical Flows, Recent Settlement Trends." 

Redefining Urban and Suburban America: Evidence from Census 2000. Ed. Alan Berube, Bruce Katz, 

and Robert E. Lang. Wasington, D.C.: Brookings, 2005.  

Sugrue, Thomas. Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1996.  

Suro, Robert, and Audrey Singer. "Changing Patterns of Latino Growth in Metropolitan America." 

Redefining Urban and Suburban America: Evidence from Census 2000. Ed. Bruce Katz and Robert E. 

Lang. Washington, D.C.: Brookings, 2003. 181-210.  

Waldinger, Roger, ed. Strangers at the Gates: New Immigrants in Urban America. Berkeley and Los 

Angeles: University of California Press, 2001. 1-78, 311-330. 
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