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Abstract

A Search for a New Family History
Genealogy Compilation and Chungin Respomef in Modern Korea

Eugene Y. Park

In Korea, master narratives structure discussions of ancestry. In the
early modern era, status—conscious nonelites made pedigree claims, but
discussions overlook the chungin who, neither aristocrat nor commoner,
accumulated economic and cultural capital as experts in various fields.
This study argue that as a rigid sfatus hierarchy broke down in the
nineteenth century, varied chungin responses reflected the phases that
Korean society has undergone regarding perceptions of status and descent.
Although possessing family registers, chungin became ambivalent toward
them. While some invented traditions, most rejected the hegemonic
discourse on pedigree by ceasing to participate in genealogy compilations.
Still others have kept records for record’s sake. Noting Korean
historiography’s tendency to center aristocratic males, this essay raises

questions about historical agency.

Keyword: agency, ChosOn, chokpo, chungin, descent, discourse, genealogy, Korea,

status.



